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Reporting Speech from the Dean  

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon 

Kaen University, THAILAND  
  

  

  
  
  

Mr. President, Lecturers, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, it is my great 

pleasure to be here today and welcome all of you to the 17th International Conference 

on the Humanities and Social Sciences (IC-HUSO 2022). 

Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences includes numerous fields of 

study, such as language and literature, philosophy and religion, culture, sociology and 

anthropology, social development, public administration, media, information and 

communication, and education. Our studies aim to explain social dynamics and their 

effects.  The knowledge that we gain from our work in these fields is crucial and 

valuable. It is a precious tool in guiding social direction. Aside from discovering new 

bodies of knowledge, the job of scholars in the humanities and social sciences is also 

to consistently investigate, revise, and develop knowledge to keep up with changes in 

dynamic social situations. 

As fields of study that are deeply embedded in society, we cannot ignore the 

transformative effects of COVID-19. As the pandemic hit country after country, many 

of us attempted to trudge on, moving our work and studies online. Others, such as those 

dependent on Thailand’s tourist industry, were forced to find a new path – their lives 

were completely altered. We collectively had to accept a “New Normal” to keep our 

vulnerable family and community members safe.  

As we experienced changes at a personal level, we watched the world around 

us transform. Masks became as important as shoes. Food delivery services seemed to 

take over our economy. Gas and food prices increased. Children became more 

dependent on their families as schools tried to manage safety protocols; too many of 

these children were left behind. The pandemic had ripple effects on our society, which 

we will feel for years to come – in our communities, social networks, cities, economy, 

culture, politics, country, and certainly, in our regional and global relationships. 
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Just as we made personal and collective changes in our lives in order to help 

our families and friends survive the pandemic, research in the Humanities and Social 

Sciences is at a crossroads that will determine its future. We must be intentional. This 

is a time to slow down and reflect on our work. How can we integrate ourselves in the 

new world that COVID-19 has left behind? How can our different fields of study 

become more interdisciplinary, reflecting the need for our communities to work 

together and across individuals and groups with different expertise? How can our 

research bring the voices of people with lived experience to the hearts and minds of our 

decision-makers and leaders, and help key players to make informed and healthy 

choices into the future – for our people, environment, and society? 

To answer these questions and others, it is very important that scholars from 

different departments have a stage to discuss and share opinions.  The International 

Conference on the Humanities and Social Sciences offers such an open stage for 

scholars, researchers, lecturers, and students to share experiences, knowledge, and 

problems related to their subject. 

In that vein, the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen 

University, is very pleased to have received 74 submitted papers from 7 countries 

worldwide.  We trust that this conference will not only distribute knowledge from our 

fields of research but also enhance cooperative learning and understanding among us. 

At this auspicious moment, I would like to invite the President of Khon Kaen 

University, Assoc.  Prof.  Charnchai Panthongviriyakul, M. D. , to give the opening 

speech for the 17th International Conference on Humanities and Social Sciences ( IC-

HUSO2022). 

Thank you very much. 
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Opening Remarks from the President  

Khon Kaen University, THAILAND  

   

  

  

Dean, lecturers, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

I am most honored and delighted to have the privilege of giving the opening 

remarks on the 17th International Conference on the Humanities and Social Sciences.  I 

wish, first of all, to accord my warm welcome to all of the distinguished scholars who 

come from many places around the world.  We do very much appreciate your interest 

in coming and participating in the conference held in Khon Kaen University this year. 

Human societies and cultures in every country have never stopped changing. 

Research on the Humanities and Social Sciences is therefore the foundation to explain 

the phenomenon of social dynamics and their effects. Education Transformation of the 

Humanities and Social Sciences and the knowledge gained leads to appropriate 

solutions according to the truth of situations. As a result, the knowledge gained from 

research on the Humanities and Social Sciences is crucial and valuable as a precious 

tool in guiding social direction.  

Our ultimate goal this year is for the International Conference on the 

Humanities and Social Sciences to become an open stage on which scholars can 

distribute and share their knowledge and enhance cooperative learning in order to 

develop quality and standard research and theses in their fields. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Professor Peter Jackson, from 

The Australian National University, Australia, our keynote speaker on the topic 

of “The Global Importance of Thailand’s Spirit Cults: Buddhist Alternative 

Modernity, Capitalism and Queer Enchantment after Max Weber” who will give 

an informative and fruitful speech about Humanities and Social Sciences on this 

occasion and thank you all IC-HUSO staff who have worked really hard to make this 

conference possible.   
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I really hope that all participants will take this opportunity to gain and exchange 

views and knowledge for the development of future studies. I also hope that this 

conference will be fruitful, interesting, and beneficial for all of you. Last but not least, 

I hope that those of you who are visiting Khon Kaen for the first time will have a good 

time here during your short stay in our city.  

At this auspicious moment, I would like to officially declare the opening of the 

17th International Conference on the Humanities and Social Sciences. 

 

Thank you very much.   
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Professor Peter Jackson 

The Australian National University, Australia  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

About Peter Jackson:  

  

Peter A. Jackson is Emeritus Professor of Thai history and cultural studies in the Australian 

National University’s College of Asia and the Pacific. Over the past four decades, Prof. 

Jackson has written extensively on modern Thai cultural history, with special interests 

in the social and political history of Buddhism, magical cults and ritual, and gender 

transformations. He has also undertaken comparative work in globalisation studies and 

critical theoretical approaches to historical and cultural studies of Asia.   

  

Since becoming ANU Emeritus Professor in 2016, he has held positions as Senior Research 

Fellow at the Yusof Ishak Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, and Research 

Fellow at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, Japan. He has also 

been Professeur Invité at the EHESS-CNRS-INALCO Centre Asie du Sud-Est (CASE) 

in Paris and the Maison des Sciences Humaines, Laboratoire d'Anthropologie des 

Mondes Contemporains, Université Libre de Bruxelles.   

  

Prof. Jackson currently holds an Australian Research Council Discovery Grant on the topic of 

“Religion, Ritual and Health in HIV-Affected Thai Communities: Buddhism and 

Healing Traditions as Cultural Resources”. Prof. Jackson currently divides his time 

between Thailand and Australia and his most recent books are “Capitalism Magic 

Thailand: Modernity with Enchantment” (2022 ISEAS Publishing), “Deities and Divas: 

Queer Ritual Specialists in Myanmar, Thailand and Beyond” with Benjamin Baumann 

(2022 NIAS Press) and “Spirit Possession in Buddhist Southeast Asia: Worlds Ever 

More Enchanted” with Bénédicte Brac de la Perrière (2022 NIAS Press).   
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The Global Importance of Thailand’s Spirit Cults: 

Buddhist Alternative Modernity, Capitalism and 

Queer Enchantment after Max Weber 

 

Peter A. Jackson 

Australian National University 

 

New cults of wealth, ritually empowered amulets and professional spirit mediumship have 

emerged together in Thailand’s dynamic religious culture in recent decades. These 

increasingly popular varieties of ritual now form a symbolic complex. Separate cults of 

Indian deities, Chinese gods and Thai Buddhist and royal figures have merged in 

commercial spaces and media sites to sacralise the capitalist market and the production 

of wealth. In Thailand these magical cults are often criticised as phuttha phanit, 

“commodified Buddhist”. They are also dismissed as superstitious (ngom-ngai) forms 

of mutelu and labelled as saiyasat rituals that should be distinguished from “true 

Buddhism”. However, Thailand’s spirit cults are socially and theoretically important 

both within the country and also internationally.  

 

Emerging within popular culture, the cults of wealth, amulets and spirit mediumship are 

supported by all levels of Thai society, including those in positions of economic and 

political power. Thailand’s spirit cults are also becoming increasingly important for the 

country’s large communities of gender and sexually diverse people. Large numbers of 

gay and transgender (kathoey) ritual specialists are at the centre of the recent 

proliferation of spirit mediumship. As specialists in spirit rituals and fortune telling, 

queer people challenge their historical marginalisation and stigmatisation by becoming 

honoured members of the country’s religious communities.  

 

Thailand’s spirit cults are also important internationally because they reveal the distinctiveness 

of the alternative modernities in Buddhist Southeast Asia and the conditions under 

which capitalist modernity produces new varieties of enchantment. Sociologists of 

religion such as Max Weber have argued that modernisation leads to a progressive 

rationalisation of society. However, Thailand’s new cults show that magic is not a 

leftover residue of premodernity. Rather, in Buddhist Southeast Asia magic emerges 

within the centre of neoliberal capitalism, visual media and the digital cultures of the 

Internet. In Thailand processes of modernisation are actively producing magical 

worldviews and stimulating the rise of spirit cults.  

 

In this presentation, Peter Jackson will summarise main ideas and arguments from three of his 

recent books: Capitalism Magic Thailand: Modernity with Enchantment (Singapore 

2022); Deities and Divas: Queer Ritual Specialists in Myanmar, Thailand and Beyond 

(with Benjamin Baumann, Copenhagen 2022); and Spirit Possession in Buddhist 

Southeast Asia: Worlds Ever More Enchanted (with Bénédicte Brac de la Perrière, 

Copenhagen 2022). The analyses in these three books reveal the central place of spirit 

rituals in Thailand’s Buddhist culture, their important contemporary roles in enhancing 

prosperity and protection and the ways that they provide spaces of honour and prestige 

for the country’s gay, transgender and gender/sex diverse communities.  
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Abstract 

 

The central focuses of teaching pedagogies and approaches of writing have obviously 

oriented in texts, processes, and readers. However, regarding the English language spreading rapidly 

throughout the world, the occurrence of varieties of Englishes has found and influenced the English 

language instruction, including writing. The purpose of this academic paper is to propose a way to 

integrate some fundamental aspects of world Englishes into the teaching of writing skill. A notional 

model is developed integratively from the review of related articles in the various fields of world 

Englishes, international communication, and writing approaches. The implication will be beneficial 

for teachers to have it implemented in their real classes.  

 

Keywords: teaching implication, teaching of writing skill, world Englishes, writing skill 
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1. Introduction

The English language has no longer referred to the countries where English is only used for 

the native speakers (the inner circle), like the United Kingdom, the United States of America, 

Australia, and New Zealand. However, it is also referred to other countries where English is used 

as a second language (outer circle), such as the Philippines, India, Singapore, or as a foreign 

language (expanding circle), such as China, Japan, and Thailand. These circles are called the three 

concentric circles of the language proposed by Kachru (2006). The term, world Englishes, which 

has been taken place for decades, is used to be called the diversity of English language in terms of 

phonology including pronunciation and accent variation, vocabulary, grammar, and pragmatics 

(Melchers & Shaw, 2011). 

Notwithstanding, the teaching approaches to writing are still concentrating on the three 

aspects (Hyland, 2002). The first approach is the product approach which texts are mainly focused 

on the outcome by imitating from a model text or organisation of ideas (Steele, 2004). The second is 

the process approach which texts are resources for comparison, focusing on purposes and themes, 

and collaborating with other peers (Klimova, 2014). The third is the reader-oriented approach, which 

texts are chiefly written to meet a reader's interest instead of writing what a writer desires to write 

(Hyland, 2002). Meanwhile, Hyon (1996) proposed a more hybrid approach called the genre 

approach which texts are written formally and communicatively, and writers are primarily concerned 

about a social context. Even though it has recently found that there is a new term of the writing 

approach, called the integrated approach, which it is an attempt to mix the three approaches of 

writing, i.e. the product approach, the process approach, and the genre approach, to improve English 

writing competence (Tangpermpoon, 2008; Arslan, 2013; Alnooh, 2015), their topics for writing as 

well as criteria for grading are still formal with the typical bands of criteria, such as content, 

organisation, vocabulary, language use, mechanics, etc.  

From the above rationale, it seems that there has been none of the research concerning about 

the English used in their contexts, the appropriate criteria for grading students' writing papers to 

their nature, as non-native students, or even the teaching pedagogy of writing skills. Instead, they 

try to implement the "should-be-taught" English writing in their classes, grade with the ideally 

traditional criteria of writing, and follow the old-fashioned writing approaches. The article proposes 

another pedagogical notion of teaching writing that integrates some fundamental concepts of world 

Englishes, as well as intercultural communication, and the teaching of writing skill that teachers 

can implement to teach their writing classes. 

2. World Englishes and the Teaching of Writing Skill

As an EFL teacher, two of the most critical problems found in the EFL classroom are 

teaching writing and motivation in writing as the writing skill is the hardest and most challenging 

skill of four (Salma, 2015; Choudhury, 2013; Negari, 2011; Nik, Hamzah & Rafidee, 2010). For 
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teaching writing, most teachers are nowadays teaching with the traditional or classical techniques 

as summarised by Tickoo (2003 as cited in Choudhury, 2013) consisting of 1) a teacher set a writing 

task; 2) students write a composition and submit to the teacher; 3) the teacher corrects grammar 

and spelling often using a red pen; 4) The students look at the teacher's corrections, and 5) the 

students rewrite or make changes to be like what the teacher has corrected. These cause the harmful 

washback to students in terms of perspectives, elaboration and teacher-centredness, and limits 

students' creativity, motivation and interaction. Concerning this, it comes to the main problem why 

most EFL students, particular for Thai students, do not like writing skill. The reason may not be 

because it is the most challenging skill, but we have long taught our students in the same way as 

the native speaker (NS) students have. The writing techniques developed by NS researchers, 

professors or teachers have been brought to be implemented to EFL students. In fact, this big failure 

is from a kind of imitation.  

World Englishes, therefore, come and play a vital role for the expanding-circle writers in be 

considered of how the writing skill will be taught and implemented to students, or even how students 

learn the writing skill by linking the use of world Englishes and writing pedagogy together. To achieve 

the ultimate goal of teaching and learning writing skill as world Englishes, I searched for and looked into 

some related articles, then they were summarised and critiqued the findings to answer what model we 

should take into account while teaching and learning writing skill: 

Matsuda and Matsuda (2010) proposed five guidelines for implementing the use of world 

Englishes into teaching writing skill. Firstly, teachers should teach the dominant language forms 

and function in order to provide the standardised written forms and functions of English. Secondly, 

teachers should teach the non-dominant language forms and functions. These would help students 

understand that language users naturally deviate from the perceived norm. Thirdly, teachers should 

teach the boundary between what works and what does not. For this principle, the word boundary 

can be defined as a fuzzy and negotiable one and clarified that what works is language variation 

and what does not is errors. Next is to teach the principles and strategies of discourse negotiation. 

Some factors influence the readers' judgements, such as the appropriateness of usage, marked forms 

that deviate from the conventional usage, and the perceived intentionally of the variation. Finally, 

teachers should teach the risks involved in using deviational features. It is essential for teachers not 

to teach either the dominant discourses or alternative discourses overly, but to engage in a language 

contact situation as summarised in Figure 1. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Five principles of teaching writing skill with the use of World Englishes 
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In 2015, there was the research conducted in Thailand by Webb who suggested the five 

approaches to emphasise how to teach English writing for the EFL or expanding-circle students, 

i.e. process approach, peer-to-peer, no group work, one-on-one conference, and error correction. 

The results of this research surprised my thought in terms that it is quite different from many papers 

we have read. For example, students prefer to work alone or peer-to-peer rather than group work. 

Besides, grammar instruction and content are needed to be taught by a teacher, and teaching 

grammar is not for memorising the rules but pushing students to the process of trying to 

communicate an idea (p.193) as in figure 2: 

 

Figure 2: Five principles of teaching writing skill with teaching and learning strategies 

Although right now we have principles of teaching writing skill and preferred learning strategies, 

as shown in Figure 2, there is another step that is very important in terms of teaching writing skill called 

feedback. Two Thai researchers, Singhasak and Methitham (2016), conducted their research on Non-

native English Varieties: Thainess in English Narratives and found that processes of contextualization are 

essential in writing. Besides, there are six characteristics of Thainess that passed on through the process, 

i.e. transfer, translation, shift, hybridisation, lexical borrowing, and reduplication. All these characteristics 

are crucial for teachers to acknowledge when it comes to giving feedback to students' papers. (Figure 3) 

by the way, there is one more point that is interesting for further discussion and research. Singhasak and 

Methitham (2016) claimed that English that is speaking in Thailand is also another variation of English, 

called Thai English, as there are two main issues for consideration, i.e. lexical structures and grammar 

structures. From the research, they found the uniqueness of Thai English writing strategies on word usage 

and grammar that show characteristics of Thainess. Likewise, Karanjakwut (2018) has recently 

investigated the linguistic and localised features of Thai in English writing on Facebook and found that 

translation, transfer, code-switching, code-mixing, shift, and reduplication are main influence of Thai 

people in writing English. However, I am positive that Thai English is still not a variation of the English 
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language because there are no apparent phonological features. The process of trying to communicate an 

idea (p.193) is shown in figure 3: 

 

Figure 3: Five principles of teaching writing skill with teaching and  

learning strategies and giving feedback 

 

To complete the mix of world Englishes and the teaching of writing skill needs the 

knowledge of Intercultural Communication and the exact world Englishes. Wetzl (2013) conducted 

experimental research and concluded that teachers should prepare students for intercultural 

communication by incorporating World Englishes into a mainstream composition. For intercultural 

communication, some activities can be inserted during writing classes, such as Human Value 

Continuum, Jigsaw Learning, Personal, Cultural, Universal, and Minute Paper (Karanjakwut, 

2018) to provide students’ experiences in interculturally communicative writing. For implementing 

world Englishes to writing classes, the localised feature of Thai in English writing which is so-

called “Thainess” can be considered, and there are six characteristics of Thai English found, i.e. 

transfer, translation, hybridisation, shift, lexical borrowing, reduplication (Chutisilp, 1984). In 

Figure 4, it is the implementation of integrating intercultural communication and world Englishes 

into the teaching of writing. 
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Figure 4: Five principles of teaching writing skill with teaching and learning strategies and 

giving feedback, as well as intercultural communication and world Englishes 
 
3. Conclusion 

The implication of the concept of world Englishes into the teaching of writing classes is 

necessary, but there are still a few researchers conducting this kind of research topics. Therefore, 

for further research, it is recommended to apply some of the techniques or strategies and investigate 

how students have progressed in their writing skill and world Englishes. 
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